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Dear Editor

Coronavirus infection is nowadays a major public 
health issue that has affected societies and economics 
worldwide. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct 
various research to find how the disease affects hum-
an health. In this regard, the Student Research Commi-
ttees (SRC), subdivision of research vice-chancellor of 
Iranian Universities of Medical Sciences, have 
effectively provided a suitable platform for medical 
students to learn how to conduct scientific research 
(1).  Given that medical students in the future will be 
the university professors and health policymakers, the 
cooperation of the university and professors with SRCs 
can provide a good opportunity for students to gain 
their research potential both theoretically and in 
practical application for analyzing the research data, 
problem solving and having experience to cope with 
the challenges and problems of health and wellness.  
Considering that COVID-19 is currently one of the 
most fundamental health issues in the world and also 
in our country, we attempted to evaluate the research 
output of SRCs in the field of COVID-19. 

Using various affiliations of the Student Research 
Committee (Student Research Center, Student Resea-
rch Committee, Student Scientific Research Commi-
ttee, and Students' Scientific Research Center) and 
search for the keywords “COVID-19” OR “2019-nCoV 

Infection” OR “2019-  nCoV Infections” OR “Corona-
virus Disease-19” OR “2019 Novel Coronavirus” OR 
“2019-nCoV Disease” OR “2019-nCoV Diseases” OR 
“Coronavirus Disease 2019” OR “SARS Coronavirus 2 
Infection” OR “SARS-CoV-2  Infection” OR “SARS-CoV-
2 Infections”. In the Scopus database, published 
articles on COVID-19 were reviewed in collaboration 
with the SRC.  This search was done on August 16, 
2021. The number of scientific papers and citations of 
SRCs of medical universities in the field of Covid-19 is 
shown in Figure 1 based on the classification of the 
Vice Chancellor for Research and Technology. 

SRCs have published 337 articles on COVID-19 in the 
Scopus database, including 180 articles in 2021 and 
157 articles in 2020.  The total number of citations to 
SRC articles so far is 2421. According to  Figure 1, 
16.3% of the articles and 27.2% of the citations are 
related to the SRC of Shahid Beheshti University of 
Medical Sciences, which shows the continuous activity 
of this committee in research related to COVID-19.  
The three faculty authors who had the most 
cooperation with the SRC in this field are related to 
Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences. This 
cooperation of professors with students would be an 
essential factor affecting students' motivation for 
research activities. According to the scientometrics 
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system of SRCs of medical universities of the country, 
the research activity of the SRC of Shahid Beheshti 
University of Medical Sciences has always been 
growing, which shows the increased motivation and 
spirit of cooperation among students of this university 
in the field of research. In this context, the programs 
and progress of Shahid Beheshti University of Medical 
Sciences SRC can be considered a model for other 
universities to focus on the potential and capability of 
young student researchers to deal with these conce-
rning health challenges and issues. It is suggested that 

the heads and other members of the Central Council 
of Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences SRC 
transfer their experiences and strategies in motivating 
and increasing the spirit of cooperation among the 
other members of SRCs, especially type 2 and 3 
medical universities.  Given that students are the 
future of this country, conducting research in the field 
of COVID-19 among students can lead to the 
development of new ideas in young people and have 
the power to deal with the fundamental health issues 
of the country. 

 

 

Figure 1. Number of scientific articles and citations of SRCs of medical universities in the field of COVID-19 (separation based on 
classification of Vice Chancellor for Research and Technology) 
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BMSU, Baqiyatallah University of Medical Sciences; 
HUMS, Hormozgan University of Medical Sciences; 
KUMS, Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences; 
UMSHA, Hamadan University of Medical Sciences; 
Shahrekord University of Medical Sciences; PII, 
Pasteur Institute of Iran; University of social welfare 
and rehabilitation; GMU, Gonabad University of 
Medical Sciences; SHMU, Shahroud University of 
Medical Sciences; MUK, Kurdistan University of 
Medical Sciences; NKUMS, North Khorasan University 
of Medical Sciences; MEDSAB, Sabzevar University of 
Medical Sciences; THUMS, Torbat Heydariyeh 
University of Medical Sciences. 
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